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Social Structure and Social Interaction
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]An ascribed status is one that acquires at birth, for instance, associated with gender, the color of the eyes, skin color, race (Crossman, 2019). For example, if one is born female, there are norms, behaviors, and values that society requires one to have, such as caring and protecting. An achieved status, on the other hand, is a status earned and is a reflection of personal skills and achievements (Crossman, 2019). Examples of my achieved status are barista and a college student. Master status is one with an exceptional significance for social identity, and often shapes an individual’s entire life. For instance, my master status as a woman has developed many decisions that I do. 
	· 
	Status
	Label 

	1.
	Older sister
	Ascribed 

	2.
	Barista  
	Achieved 

	3.
	Student 
	Achieved 

	4.
	Woman
	Master 

	5.
	Christian 
	Ascribed 



I have the ascribed status of an older sister in the family. An important role associated with being an older sister is that of becoming a role model for my younger siblings. They look up to me, so I have to be perfect for what I do. Besides, I tend to play the role of a baby sitter to them when my parents are not around. I have to be assertive to protect them and ensure they are not in trouble, just as my mother would do. While this is just playing my role, my younger siblings always think I am bossy. Typically, society expects a sister or female person to assume the role of nurture, protect, and role model. These are roles mother and grandmother have mentioned since we were young, and that is how I learned about them. 
Role conflict refers to the stress faced by a person when inappropriate behaviors or obligations link with a single social responsibility (Social Structure, 2019). I have especially faced such conflict with my status as a college student. College life is associated with studying, socializing, and sometimes working to support oneself financially. I have difficulty devoting time to my studies while also taking up my role as a barista. The latter is time demanding as I have to work for eight hours straight before attending my classes, hence contributing to my poor academic performance. Besides, due to these two status roles, I have not equally participated in social activities like games and partying with peers, which often helps refresh the mind. For this reason, I realized I had to do something to help with staying motivated to perform.
When one is involved in any conflict, it is essential to talk to a trusted person about it. In this case, I chose to seek advice from my parents. I sat them down and talked about my predicament of balancing between work and school. I implemented the skill of active listening to grasp what they had to say, taking note of their tone, saying I should devote enough time to studies. Asking questions is also an essential aspect of active listening (Sociology, n.d). I wondered whether they thought it wise for me to quit my job as a barista. However, this was not a good idea since they could not afford to support me financially, yet my younger siblings are still in high school. We came to the agreement that I should reduce the working hours to a five-hour shift per day, so I would have some time for assignments and personal studies. This helped improve my situation.
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